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SoME FACTS REGARDING BRoOM-CoRN. 
The extremely high price of broom-corn has aroused public in-
terest in this crop to uch an extent that the department of Agron-
omy of the University of Illinois is preparing- a bulletin upon 
Broom-Corn Raising as a Suitable Industry for Illinois Farmers. 
Among the facts that will be brought out and the conclusions 
reached the following are some of the most important: 
Broom-corn is a close relative of Indian corn and flourishes on 
the same soil and under the same conditions. 
Therefore, Illinois is naturally well adapted to the production 
of broom-corn, especially through the middle section of the state. 
The preparation of the ground and the cultivation are much the 
same as for Indian corn, only it must be more thoroughly done. 
To produce a ton of broom-corn under fair conditions requires 
about three acre of land. 
The cost of production under the best of conditions is $ so.oo 
per ton; the average selling price is about $7o.oo per ton, though 
it has sold as low as $3o.oo. 
This is a crop requiring an immense force at 'harvesting, a 
threshing gang numbering not less than twenty, and the harvesting 
season attracts to the community as laborers or as camp followers, 
a swarm of most undesirable characters. 
The business requires a special outfit of tools and sheds costing 
$8oo.oo to $I ,ooo.oo, that are of little or no value for other purposes. 
The crop is a precarious one that may be ruined by a few days 
of bad we1ather, and its successful growth and harvesting require a 
high degree of knowledge and special skill. 
The world's consumption of brush according to the best 
authorities is about 3o,ooo tons and there can be no sudden increase 
because it is used but for one purpose. 
This 3o,ooo to~s is produced on about 1 tz,ooo acres, or less 
than five townships of land. 
Two-thirds of the broom-corn of the world is grown in four 
counties in Illinois: viz., Douglas, Coles, Moultrie and Edgar, with 
Arcola as the most important shipping point. 
In favorable years these counties have produced z8,ooo tons or 
practically the world's supply. 
The territory and the men already engaged in broom-corn 
growing could easily double the present production if warranted by 
the demand. 
The present price is the result, neither of an unprecedented de-
mand nor of a short crop, but of a slight increase in activity in a 
limited industry giving rise to peculiar market conditions. 
The grower has not realized these prices, nor could they have 
been established until after the crop was practically out of the 'hands 
of the producer. · · 
Attracted by large quotations many novices will . plant exten-
sively the coming year; the result will be an enormous over-pro-
duction of brush, much of which will be of inferior grade. 
It is and will always remain a little industry, because the demand 
is not only limited but small. 
Isolated individuals and those remote from recognized methods 
are at a serious disadvantage. 
The University is interested in the extension of every industry 
suited to Illinois conditions and that will diversify th'e agriculture 
of the ·state, but it realizes that any considerable and sudden increase 
in one that calls for special knowledge and for which the demanu is 
limited is certain to result in loss to the individual and in a serious 
damage to the indus try. 
This is not a favorable time to embark in the business and 
whoever feels impelled to undertake it should first visit the broom-
corn district and fully acquaint himself with the particulars of the 
industry. 
